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to a stirred solution of S(+)--MDMA (300 mg, 1.55 mmol) and 37% formaldehyde (HCHO, 0.36 mL, 4.51 mmol) in CH3CN (5 mL), at 0 0 C. The reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room temperature and was stirred for 30 minutes. Glacial acetic acid (HOAc) was added to neutralize the reaction mixture to pH 6 -7 and the reaction mixture stirred for another 45 minutes. Volatiles were removed in vacuo.
Water (10 mL) was added to the remaining residue, the aqueous mixture was basified with 0.5N KOH (pH=10) and extracted with CHCl3 (3 x 10 mL). The organic layer was dried over MgSO4 and the solvent was removed to give the desired product (250 mg, 78% yield) as a yellow oil. The free base was converted to the HCl 
Release assay in rat hippocampal slices
Female Sprague--Dawley rats were killed by CO2, decapitated and brains were removed immediately. Hippocampi were dissected on ice and cut into slices (0.3mm) using a McIlwain tissue chopper. Slices were preincubated with 0.1µM
[ 3 H]MPP + in KHB containing 100 nM nomifensine (to block NET and DAT, respectively; nomifensine was present throughout the entire experiment) for 30 min at 37°C. After preincubation, slices were put into superfusion chambers and washed for 45 min before starting the actual release experiment. Nomifensine (100 nM) was present throughout the experiment to block potential contributions from NET and DAT, respectively (n=6). 
